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Pou Kapug; In Reality and Virtual Reality

Pou Kapua 0 "A gift to the nation, a gift to the world".

A Taonga, a Treasure,Pou Kapua is an incredible manifestation of the many wonderful
relationships and alliances forged throughout our lifetimes; a demon stration of how these
colourful, diverse, and enduring peoples, groups, Indigenous tribes and communities have
been able to support a collecive vision of cultural heritage, identity, and spirit .

One weekend in February 2002, as WikCikigi (Master Carver /
Native Technologisgnd TaniaVolfgramm(Cultural Psychologist /
Inventor)were havinga cup of tea, they readn article about how
the localcouncilg S NB  LIX | vy y A illarsdf2$ NaQuldkf f SRs
the Auckland harboumDistressed anduiraged bythe ideathat a
borrowedsymbol (two strokes in the dollar sign) would dominate
their ancegral harbour, they dreamed instead of creating a
magnificentPou (totem)for the people of New Zealand. Such a Po
would be a gmbol ofMnori and Pacific identity; would strengthen
their mana and reveal theultural heritageof the TangataWhenua
(People of the Land positive and powerful ways.

Knowing that they would be supported by their wtau (families),
marae (traditional villagesand iwi (tribes)Wikuk and Tanisstarted
to research, develop, anglan the Pou. With the blessingf Te
Arikinui Dame Tétal-Rangi Kaahu the hri Queen and the
support of Te Ranga CarviAgademy they sought kauri treeBom
the north. Threemagnificentancientkauritrees were giftedby the
tribes of the north,and the arving of Pou Kapua began

Created and carved hyur
team of over 35Tohunga /
Master G@rvers and
international Indigenous artists from around Aoteafdaw
Zealand, the Pacific Islands of Tonga, Samoa, Cook Islands,
Tahiti, Hawaji Kanak (New CaledonjalRapanui(Easter
Island)and Indigenougpeoples of thenations of Australia,
Alaska, Canada, and America, Pou Kapua creatively depicts
enthralling stories of creations, beginnings, sacred places,
people, and legends.

Original sketch of Pou Kapua by Wikuki Kingi, 20

Wikuki and Hawaiian Master Carver Kawika carving Mat

With carving operations starting at thedilome marae oKirikiriroain 2003 the Pouthen travelled

around Aucklandas it was created and constructed wittultural specialists and cuttirgdge

engineeringechniques over thaext two yearsDuring that time hundreds gfeople supported the
creation of Pou Kapuawith precious resources, funding, skills and expertisdlions of dollars,
thousands of hours of time and boundless positive energy.
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Hundreds of people helped to briRgu Kapudo life in the human world
X F2NJ LIS2L) Sa 2F GKS F2dzNJ

Standing as kaitiaki / guardians on each sideéaf Kapuaare twoimposing
three-tonne moai, carved by expert sculptors from Rapanui / Easter Isla
At the baseof Pou Kapuastands mighty Tangaroa, the Guardian of t
Ocean. Above him are Ranginui (Sky Father) and Papatugiatth

Mother). ThroughoutPou Kapuaare many guardians, including Tan
(Forest) Tawhirimatea (Winds) Tumatauenga (War) Ruaumoko

(Volcanoes) and Rongo (Peace) We have stories of 'ohana’, the targ
providing the roots of family for the people of Hawatories of Kanak of
New Caledonia; Aboriginal dreamtimdlingit killer vhales, andCree

warriors to name a few.

Rapanui Master Carver Tomas carving Mo

Threaded throughoutPou Kapuaare the journeys mad adventures of our
ancestorswith Mauiat thetop; fascinating legends and absorbimigtories of our
migrations throughout the magnificent Pacific Ocean. A spiritual rope of unity
binds tribes and pople together.

We callon the ancient past and the warrior spirit of our ancestors
to bring tolife and manifest thie heroic deeds
to shine the light on realities slrvivalin challengingenvironmens
-F2N) FdzidzNBE 3ISYSNI GA2ya (G2 (y263

Wikuki with bronze weapon

In April 2005, thé?uawaitanga, sacred dawn ceremony of Te Uranga
Te Rathe Rising of the Synrevealed Pou Kapua to the world.
Recognised ashef | NAS & i an 2 NJoterr in thé VidAJT
reachingover80 feet in height and weighingore than20 tonnesPou
Kapuais carved fron2,000 yeald magnificent ancient Kauri from
the forests of he northern iwi / tribes; 50,000 yeanld swamp kauri;
1,000 yearold totara; is supported with carved steend adorned
with paua, pounamu, bone and crystal

Pou Kapuahas faind his standing place in Manukadew Zealand
With the hlghest population cd n 2aNd\Pacific peoples in Aotearoa, and home to over 165 different
ethnic and cultural groups, Manukasi one of the most culturally diverse areas of
New Zealand. This vibrant and colourful region provides an appropriate home for
Pou Kapua

As a gift to the people of Aotearaand the World in fulfilment of our dreamPou
Kapua a wonderfukacredsymbol of ourculture,identity, science, and sovereignty,
can now be viewed an experienced by millions of people all year long, being
accessible to all peoples at all times.

Tania at Pou Kapua

Kia ora, Wikuki Kingi & Tania Wolfgramm, Pou Kapuat{ores, Aotearoa New Zealand
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| AM POUKAPUA
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| AM POUKAPUA

Conceived in time immemorial by my parents

Ranginuic Sky Fath;{r«\

- _Papatuanukug Earth Mother

Fashioned in the abode of Tane of the Heavens

¥+ On the sands ofhe Crimson Bowl

¢ ?\housands of years from seed to sapling
0

Majesty of the mountains of Mitimiti
| stood, remained steadfast

Reéady, to leap forth into the world of humans

| have withessed much in my time
The beauty of the world, lands, oceans
My great cousins the whales
Keepers of knowledge and time
My siblings of forests, lush and fruitful
| have felt both your happinesgl Y R & 2 dzNJ LJ- Ay
Humans | have seen arrive at these shores

Of Aotearoac this land of long white clouds

| grasp in my handhe Baskets of Sacred Knowledge
Ancestral Knowledge, Life Knowledge
The baskets | entrust to you
To nurture with reverence

To learn, to know, to share
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To live in harmonywith nature
To live in peace with each other

To love and care for your children andeir children

Peoples of the four winds, near and far

| AM POUKAPUA
The feathered cloak of the children of
Sky Father and Earth Mother
Has kept me warm
From beyond time | have emerged
From theircosyhaven | have come forth

| haveleaped forth into this enduring world

| AM POUKAPUA the guardian pillar of space and time
| am Uenuku, the standing rainbow that links Heaven to Earth
Now | turn towards the Sun
My dreams tothe World carved by Sacreddkes
Broughtinto the lightbyl K2 4 S 6K2 I yA6SNBR Yeé

| AM POuKAPUA
| stand tall
| embrace you
| embrace the World
All past, present and future
All hearts rejoice with happiness!

Tihei Mauri Ora

PouKapPwa
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| AM TANGAROA

God of the Oceans
King of the Seas
Fear and respeaine
Lest | drag gu down to the
cold dark depths of my domain
| am the power of the whirlpool vortex
The source of fearsome tsunami
Bringer of the monsters of the eep

Do not come down to the sea

Without paying tribute to me

| AM TANGAROA

Guardian of all ocean life
Protector of all creatures, great and small
My body has fed the world
My water gives breath to the planet
Fear me, respect me
For | keep the balance of life in my eye
Do not come down to the sea

Without paying tribute to me
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